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O I7I30IZMAY78 
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6578 
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AMEMBASSY LUSAKA IMMEDIATE 
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CONEIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OE 02 BRUSSELS 09399 

EXDIS 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, AO, CG, BE 

SUBJECT: MESSAGE EOR ANGOLANS RE SHABA INCURSION 
REF: A) STATE 124814 (NOTAL), B) BRUSSELS 9311 

SUMMARY: ANGOLAN AMBASSADOR DE ALMEIDA TOLD AMBASSADOR 
CHAMBERS HE WILL TRANSMIT IMMEDIATELY TO PRESIDENT NETO 
U.S. MESSAGE ON INCURSION INTO SHABA AND WILL INEORM 
US OE REPLY. DE ALMEIDA SAID ANGOLA WAS READY TO 
HELP U.S. CITIZENS CAUGHT IN SHABA FIGHTING. HE 
ASKED AMBASSADOR TO CONVEY TO THE SECRETARY ANGOLA'S 
CONCERN ABOUT IMPLICATIONS AND CONSEQUENCES OE A 
POSSIBLE MILITARY INTERVENTION IN SHABA TO RESCUE 
WESTERN NATIONALS. DE ALMEIDA SAID HE WAS EOLLOWING 
WITH SYMPATHY CHANGING U.S. AFRICAN POLICY, 

EXPECTED DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES 
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"SOONER OR LATER", AND WOULD LIKE TO USE CONTACT IN 
BRUSSELS AS CHANNEL TO DISCUSS IMPROVING RELATIONS. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE AMBASSADOR AND POLITICAL OEEICER RESPONSIBLE 
EOR AERICAN AEEAIRS CALLED ON ANGOLAN AMBASSADOR TO 
BELGIUM AND E.C., LUIS JOSE DE ALMEIDA, MORNING OE 
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MAY 17 AND CONVEYED SECRETARY'S MESSAGE FOR ANGOLANS 
REGARDING THE CURRENT INCURSION INTO SHABA BY 
KATANGANS AND LEFT HIM A PIECE OE PAPER BASED ON 
TALKING POINTS (REFTEL A). DE ALMEIDA READ MESSAGE, 

SAID HE WOULD TRANSMIT IT IMMEDIATELY TO PRESIDENT 
NETO AND WOULD INFORM US OF ANY REPLY. HE EMPHASIZED 
THAT FIGHTING IN KATANGA WAS AN "INTERNAL QUESTION 
FOR ZAIRE" AND THAT ANGOLAN GOVERNMENT WAS "NOT 
INVOLVED " WITH KATANGAN GENDARMES NOR WERE CUBANS 
ENGAGED IN TRAINING THOSE GENDARMES. HE SAID HE HAD 
JUST HEARD FROM PRESIDENT NETO THAT THE ANGOLAN 
BORDER WITH ZAIRE WAS CALM AND THAT THERE WERE NO 
TROOP MOVEMENTS NEAR OR ACROSS THE BORDER. HE STRESSED 
THAT ANGOLA SEEKS PEACE WITH ZAIRE AND A STABLE 
NORTHERN BORDER SINCE ANGOLA HAD A "TERRIBLE ENEMY" 

ON HER SOUTHERN BORDER. 

2. DE ALMEIDA SAID ANGOLA WAS READY TO HELP U.S. 

CITIZENS CAUGHT IN SHABA FIGHTING AND CITED HOW 
ANGOLANS HAD HELPED U.S. MISSIONARIES TRANSIT ANGOLA 
DURING LAST YEAR'S SHABA WAR. HE THEN CITED PRESS 
REPORTS OP A POSSIBLE MILITARY MOVE TO EVACUATE POREIGN 
CITIZENS AND SAID THAT, WHILE HE UNDERSTOOD U.S. 

CONCERN ABOUT THE SAFETY OF AMERICANS, HE ASKED THAT 
AMBASSADOR CONVEY ANGOLA'S CONCERN ABOUT THE CON- 
SEQUENCES OF ANY MILITARY INTERVENTION IN SHABA 
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WHICH"PERHAPS COULD HAVE SOME IMPLICATIONS" FOR ANGOLA. 

3. DE ALMEIDA TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT HE WAS PLEASED TO 
MAKE HER ACQUAINTANCE AS THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
U.S. AND SAID THAT HE FOLLOWED WITH SYMPATHY 
CHANGING U.S. POLICY TOWARDS APRICA. HE SAID THAT 
ANGOLA AND THE U.S. WERE COOPERATING IN THE ECONOMIC 
SPHERE AND THAT SOONER OR LATER WE WOULD HAVE DIPLO- 
MATIC RELATIONS. HE SAID ANGOLA HAD MANY FRIENDS 

IN THE U.S. CONGRESS AND RETOLD THE STORY (BRUSSELS 
1240 NOTAL) OF BEING IN CONGRESSMAN ANDREW YOUNG'S 
WASHINGTON OFFICE IN OCTOBER 1975 WHEN SOUTH AFRICANS 
INVADED ANGOLA. CALLING YOUNG A FRIEND OF THE ANGOLAN 
PEOPLE, HE SAID HE WAS SORRY TO HAVE MISSED HIM IN 
BRUSSELS IN MARCH. PROMISING TO CALL US WHEN HE 
RECEIVED A REPLY FROM NETO, DE ALMEIDA SAID HE WAS 
ALWAYS READY TO RECEIVE COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND THAT BRUSSELS WAS A GOOD 
CHANNEL TO USE IN IMPROVING RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR 
TWO COUNTRIES. 

4. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH DE ALMEIDA APPEARED MOST FRIENDLY, 
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OUTGOING AND COURTEOUS TO US DURING THE COURSE OE 
THE TWENTY MINUTE CONVERSATION, IT IS NOT AT ALL CLEAR 
THAT A REPLY WILL BE DEEINITELY FORTHCOMING TO OUR 
MESSAGE. IN LIGHT OF WHAT SEEMS TO US TO BE A 
CLEARLY POSITIVE REACTION BY KEY ANGOLAN DIPLOMAT 
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O 171301ZMAY78 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6579 
INFO AMEMBASSY ROME IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LISBON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BRAZZAVILLE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 
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KNOWN TO BE CLOSE TO PRESIDENT NETO, DEPARTMENT 
MAY WISH TO CONSIDER FOLLOWING UP WITH ANOTHER MORE 
SPECIFIC APPROACH TO DE ALMEIDA SHOULD EVENTS IN 
KOLWEZI REQUIRE FAST MOVEMENT. END COMMENT. 

5. BELGIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY ZAIRE DESK OFFICER 
(JAENEN) TOLD US MORNING MAY 17 THAT BELGIAN AMBASSADOR 
IN LUANDA HAD MET WITH ANGOLAN FOREIGN MINISTER JORGE 
MAY 16 AND ASKED ABOUT ANGOLAN REACTION TO POSSIBILITY 
OF BELGIAN REFUGEES FROM SHABA ENTERING ANGOLA. 

BELGIAN AMBASSADOR REPORTED THAT ANGOLAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER'S PERSONAL REACTION WAS POSITIVE BUT THAT 
JORGE WOULD BE PUTTING QUESTION TO ANGOLAN CABINET 
EVENING OF MAY 16. JAENEN SAID HE WAS AWAITING 
TELEGRAM CONTAINING FORMAL ANGOLAN REPLY MOMENTARILY 
AND WOULD IMMEDIATELY INFORM US. CHAMBERS 
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